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200,000 Inner-City Hispanics and African-Americans  
Want School Prayer 

 
 Washington DC - Today Speaker Newt Gingrich received over 200,000 petitions 
supporting school prayer from leaders of African-American and Hispanic communities in 
New York.  At a  news conference, Rev. Ruben Diaz and Rev. Melvin Walker presented 
the petitions to Gingrich, who was joined by Majority Leader Dick Armey, Majority 
Whip Tom DeLay, Congressman Ernest Istook (R-OK), Congressman J.C. Watts (R-
OK), and Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R-FL). 
 
 The petitions were gathered from residents of the Bronx and Brooklyn.  Rev. Diaz 
of the New York Hispanic Clergy Organization and Rev. Walker of the Gospel Blessing 
Church in New York believe that the recent firing of New York teacher Mildred Rosario 
for talking about God in the classroom following the death of a classmate has changed 
the attitudes of many New Yorkers.   
 
 The petition reads, in part, “I believe students should be allowed to carry a Bible 
to school and read it if they so desire, to invite friends to church services and to gather 
together for student-initiated voluntary prayer.  I believe every citizen, even government 
employees such as teacher Mildred Rosario of the Bronx, should have the right to talk 
openly about God in the work place.” 
 

Istook stated, “I commend the good people in the Bronx who are standing up 
for Ms. Rosario.  The intolerant people are the ones who condemn school prayer.  
They’re not neutral toward religion; they’re antagonistic.  While guns, violence and 
drugs have become common in schools, why should prayer be considered a threat?  
Instead prayer might just be part of the answer.” 
 
 On June 4, 1998, the House of Representatives voted, 224-203, on the Religious 
Freedom Amendment which would allow voluntary school prayer.  While a majority of 
the House voted in favor of the bill, it did not receive the two-thirds necessary for a 
constitutional amendment.  A companion bill was introduced in the Senate by Senator 
Jim Inhofe (R-OK).   
 
 The House author of the Religious Freedom Amendment, Istook stated, “These 
petitions prove once again that the American public, whether black or white, 
whether they live in New York or Oklahoma, has never accepted the Supreme 
Court’s decision to outlaw prayer in public schools.” 

 
 “Since that first ruling in 1962, as prayer has gone out of schools, guns, 
knives, drugs and gangs have come in.   It’s a crime to lie.  It’s a crime to cheat.  It’s 
a crime to steal or kill.  It shouldn’t be a crime to pray.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More information can be found at the website:  http://religiousfreedom.house.gov. 


